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The Adventures of Pratopon is odapted from Pratapa Mudali 
Chari tram, the first novel to be written in Tamil. Till that time, Tai 
literature consisted only of poetry. 

Written in 1879 by Mayurom Vedanayakam Pillai, the story beg 
with the hero, Pratapan, being completely in love with Jnanam, 
woman of great beauty and strength of will. Jnanam returns 
feelings. Unfortunately their happiness is marred by the const) 
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The Adventures of 
PRATAPAIM 


f3T 


KANfiKhCHftf.fi MUDAURR WAS A PRABHiTOF 
SmRPtlRl. H!$ 0NL9 SON PRATAPAN WAS IN LOVE 
WITH JNANAM* THE ONL<t DAUGHTER OF WQ 
MATERNAL UNCLE SAMBANDA MUDAUAR, ANOTHER 
PRABHU. 




NO, 

JNANAM 


HOUR FACE WILL 
EVER REMAIN 
LOVELH... LIKE 
„ THE MOON. > 


SO IN ILL THE 
BEAUT</ HO U 
ADMIRE. 






♦ 


+LANDLORD 
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THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN 


V ° u ^ST MAKE what" 

•S UNCHANGING. 

EVER-LASTING AND 

WTTHOUT fine, Fl.AW.fHt 
OB JECT OF VOUP 

P ^'S7t'? N - NOt ^EA 
v MORTAL FULj_ qf 

\IWPERFECT lONS.^ 


THE MOON ONW 


U6HT IT 
RECEIVES FROM 
THE SUN. . 


' OH, ' 
JNANAM>. 


BEAUTV, INTELLIGENCE 
AND RUMIUTV ! WHAT 
A PAPE COMBINATION* 
HOW CAN I HELP 
BUT LOVE VOU, 

\ JNANAM. ) 


later, ppatapan HELPED h MUCH shake* 

JNfiMAM TO GET DOW. i - t - -.—- 


JNANAM 


JNANAM ! PUN 1 PUN FOR 

thp manoapam. 


FOR A MOMENT 
I THOUGHT... 

I THOUGHT IT 
WAS THE END. 


NEVER. 

MV LOVE WILL 
ALWAYS PROTl 
S VOU. 







































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE AT JHANAfA S HOUSE 




WHAT A 9ILLV 
QUESTION, 
SAMBANDAMl 


where WILL The 
HOLING COUPLE 
9TAV AFTER THEV 
APE MARRIED? 


JUST A 

minute. 

kanakachaiam! 


: 
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VO UP FAMILV ACQUIRED 
THE TITLE OF PPABHU 
ONLV DUPING VOUP 
FATHER’S TIME MV 
FAMILV ACQUIRED 
IT - • 4 









I 

L 



WOULD NOT SPEAK LIKE THAT 
AND VOU CLAIM TO BE ' 
PRABHUS* PAH* 


\ 



BUT /QNOPlhCi HIM , THE TWO PPA&HU& iSEH T RIOti T Oft WITH THE IP CHILDiSH QyAP&EL 




I 


f * WILL ACCEPT EVEN 
I A FROG FOP A 
DAUGHTER-IN LAW 
\ BUT NOT VOUP 

DAUGHTER. J 













































































































































































































































AMAH CHITRA KATHA 


f 


pDATffiAM WAS HEARTBPOEEN FOP A WHILE HE 
WONDERED WHffT HE SHOULD DO AT LAST HE 
CEODED THAT THEPE WHS ONLH ONE WAV^m 




MF I hPOTE A UTTEP TO 4NANAN ABOUT It. 


/ 




JNANAM HOD HEP OWN HEWS OH 
MATTEP 


( I AM SURE 
( SHE W1U. 
A. AGREE 



WHAT OOU SUGGEST 
GOES A6AINST HH GRAIN. 
I WILL NOT MAftR^y 
ANYONE WITHOUT MV 
PARENTS' CONSENT 


aj,) 

k A 


r 




IE however OUP 

PARENTS oo not 
PT.SLSCT OOP 
WE APE PPTJE TO 
REMAIN 
v UNMARRIED 



/ SO jnanam 
/ WON'T MARRV \ 

RNOONE ELSE. \ 

BUT WILL SHE EVER 

BE ALLOWED 
TO MARR</ ME? 
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A FEW MONTHS AFTER PPATAPAN ASHED MM* 
THAT QUEST/ON, SAMS AN DA MUOAUAP LETT 
SAJNAPUPt WON HIS FAMHV ON A VISIT TO Hi 9 

village i -rr -rm 


A FEW WEEPS LATEP 


AH, JNANAM IS BACX» BUT TO 
what purpose 7 that she is 
90 NEAR AND OCT SO FAR 
ONW SHARPENS *m PAIN. 


WHERE IS HER 


WHERE ISONANAM 7 
WHERE IS HEP 
Sa PALANQUIN* 


palanquin > 


WHAT IS the 
MATTER? 


SIP.EVEROBOOW HAS COME BACH.. 
EXCEPT JNANAM.HER PALANQUIN 
IS NOT TO 8E >V 
„ 9ECN , VLx O^v-" 


JNANAM. 
MISSING 
OH, GOD* 


T 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



SOON 


SEAPCH OF JNANAM.ON 


PPATAPAN SET OUT IN 
THE WAV — I— 


leave that cactt 
alone 


BEFORE HE COULD FINISH^ THE MEN CAME 


Pushing at h/m. 




T *° f£l( - but the others pan awav 



then two women came out of the 



u 
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PR AT A PAN TOOK JNANAM AND THE TWO 
BANDITS TO HEP PARENTS «. 



WHO IS BEHIND 
THIS T TELL US 
ALL, IF VOU VALUE 
UOUR LIFE. 



THAT RASCAL WHO WANTED TO 
MARRV MV PRECIOUS 

DAUGHTER' V 


WE ARE THE 
SERVANTS OF THE 
CHIEF PPA8HU 
OF POONGAVOOP 



SINCE ftOU DID NOT • 
ACKNOWLEDGE ANV OF 
HIS LETTERS, HE 
ASKED U9 TO 
CARRV HER AWAV 



IT WAS FOUR O' CLOCK IN THE I 

MORNING. SOME MEN TOlD ME ) 
THAT MV PALANQUIN WAS J 
R Eft DU AND l COULD GET > 















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


I THOUGHT THE*/ WEPE 
OUP MEN 0UT l GOON 
DISCOVERED THAT | 

WAG BEING a 

v ABDUCTED. v* 


H0WEV6P. 

I managed TO 
ESCAPE WHEN 
THE MEN WERE 
HAVING A 
DRINK. _ 


( THEN I MET THIS KIND l AD *i\ 

1 WHO TOOT ME INTO HEP 
\ CART. BUT THEN FOLLOWED AfT 
V US AND-. /<A 


..•SURROUNDED our ' 
CART WHEN.LUCICILN, 
PR AT A PAN CAME , 

. and saved US. A 


PPATAPAN. 
I AM VCPN 
GRATEFUL 
TO NOU s 


I ONLH DID MN 
OUTN, UNCLE 


PPATAPAN. 'VOU AND NONE 
ELSE SHALL MAPRN JNANAM 
I'LL SPEAK TO ‘/OUP 
S '^ FATHER. . 




t 



nl 
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XANAXACHAlAM REfWtLN AGREED- 


LET THE COUPLE STAV 



_-«-_j 

W- * 1 

AT UOuP House FOP SI* ■ 






AND SO PPAJAPAN A A/D JNflNRM WERE MARRIED. 





i 




owe o/" twe guests at the wedding was 

PRATAPAH‘€ CHILDHOOD FRlEHO> HANAfASA&HAI, 
THE SON OF DEVAPfi'Jfi PfUAI OF AOIVOOP 


NOW WOU WILL SOON HAVE 
TO VISIT ADIWOOP TO 
ATTEND HOUR FRIEND'S 
^ -„ WEDOING- „ 


we will ceptainln 

. — COME. 


KANAKAN. 

I AM SO HAPPV 
UOU COULD 
v COME. . 


KAMA rAN AND 


II 




































































































































































































































THE UOUNG COUPLE l/veo HAPPim m s ambandam's house, fne months letsr 


JUST ONe HOPE. MONTH AND MV 
SON AND JNANAM WILL COME 
HOME. I CAN'T WAIT FOP y 
^ THE MONTH TO 66 T 

OVEP 


KANAKACHAlAM.I 
HAVE BEEN 
THINKING ABOUT 
THAT. 


• CAN'T BEAP TO LIVE 
IN A HOUSE WHERE 
THERE IS NO 
CHILD 


WHEN JNANAM IS DELIVERED 
OF HEP CHILD, I WOULD 
V OKB TO KEEP |T. S 


BUT 

SAMBANOAM 
WHAT ABOUT 
ME? 


WOULDN'T I WANT 

TO PlAU 
WITH MV 

CPANGCHILO 


AHD THE TWO ONCE AGAIN BED AN TO QUARREL UR8 CHILDREN 


> WILL NOT 
SEND MV 
D/ujCHTEP 
TO VOUR 

noose * 


EVEN ip VOU DO 
I WON'T TAKE 
HEP INTO MV 
HOUSE! 
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okgusteo wnn we sewsewrss ouxapet. r»e wo/vo covete pdh wtme N , 6HT ~ 


































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


* 




VOUP PARENTS APE rpANTlC. 
i HAVE RECEIVED MESSAGES 
FROM THEM. >/ 


WWEN PR AT A PAN £J (PLAINED WHV THEV HAD 
TO PUN A WAV — ,— - 


WHAT A PITV • WHILE 
I FEEL l/ERW 50P»V 
FOP THEM... 


AND 'VOU HAVE 
COME IN TIME 
FOR NW 
\ WEDDING 


DEVAPAjA RlUAl INFORMED PR ATARAH 5 
RAPP NT & that THEtP CHILDREN WERE SAFE 


L huQhwpn 




i 



k ~F 



i 7 T 
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A FEW INFERS AFTER THE WE DO IRC, PPATAPAH 


r VVE’IL ^ 

HAVE TO WAIT F OR 
A WHILE. KANAKAN 
SAID HE WOULD 
JOIN US HERE- x 


VEP'V WELL 
^ SIP* ^ 


SET OUT 


ON A HUNT 


s t A 




r - ' 

rV.j • I** w 

“ I ■ A L. 1 * 


• \ 


<bUDDENLH 




V ^ 


grrr 


.V -V - 






PRATAPAN HU THE TfQER BUT H/S 
ELEPHANT RAN AMUCR. 


15 


CONTD ON PA Ci NO IV 










































































































































































































THE ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN 



THE elephant pan AMUCK FOP THREE DAU$ AND 7HPEE NIGHTS. AND 




PPATAPAN HOWEVER HUNG ON TO ACME POCKS 

and hauled himself up 



19 






















































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



20 



ADVENTURES OF PRATAPAN 


A5 H6 ENTERED THE TOWN 


AH 1 

A COBBLER 


WILL WOU eCLL M* THAT 
PAIR ? I WILL GIVE 
WOU A PRICE THAT 
WILL MAKE VOU > 
HAPPV. 


THEV ARE 

vours, st p 


WHAT! JUST 

ONE RUPEES* 

I AM NOT AT All 
w HAPPV. A 


A RUPEE IN THOSE DAYS COULD RUY SEVERAL PAIRS OF SUPPERS 












































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



then vchj mav 

TAKE BACKVOUP 


NO I WON’T, I 
WON’T ALLOW VOU 
TO GO EITHER 

TILL VOU MAKE 
ME HAPPV. 



TOO* ppfiTAPfiN TO COURT THE JUDGE 


3 DID VOU TEU THE 
COBBLER THAT VOtl 
fit WOULD MAKE HIM 
K. HAPPV? . 


ANSWER MV 
QUESTION. DIO 
VOU MAKE 
SUCH A 
v PROMISE ? 


listen 


THEN VOU APE 6UILTV 

of breakingG 

A PROMISE- 
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MOW DAPE VOU THREATEN US' 

tomorrow AT davbreak 

. VOU SHALL DIE. 


SIP, WHAT 
KIN6DOM IS THIS? 
WHO IS THE 
KING? 


THIS IS 
VIKRAMAPUPl! 


ACCORDING TO THE LAWS OF 
THE LAND VOU MUST MAKE 
THE GOOD COBBLER 
HAPPV BV DAVBREAK 


DAVBREA* ... 
TOMORROW-.. 
HA» THE DAV. 
OF THE-.. 
HM-M-M-.. 


OP ELSE .. 


VOU HAVE MADE AN HONEST 
MAN SUFFER. THE SUN SHALL 
NEVER RISE IN VOUR 


RR/9 THPHN tv/)5 THROWN INTO PRr$ON WHERE he MET OTHER RRISOHEPS 






• ; i 

I 

. 


V’ iwl 




sras 




< im 































































































































































































































amar chitra katha 


OUP KING DIED TWO HEAPS 

aso leaving a daughter 
behind* since then 

the KINGDOM is si 
WITHOUT A KING- ^>Q\} 


CORRUPT MEN HAVE TAKEN 
OVER THE KIN600M. THOSE 
WHO PROTEST ARE 
THROWN INTO POISON 



ALL THAT WILL END 
TOMORROW WHEN THE 
SUN REFUSES TO RISE 
SOU WILL SEE 
BETTER DAUB 
. SOON. . 


WfTH SUCH CONFIDENCE BECAUSE HE KNEW THERE WAS GOING TO BE ft TOTAL 
ECURBE OF THE SUN THE HEFT DAW, STARTING 


EVEN BEFORE PAWN 


THE NEXT MORNNG 


f OH, 60D» 

THE STRANGER'S ” 
CURSE HAS COME TRUE- 
HE MUST BE A V06I. we 
MUST SEEK HIS 
PARDON. > 


24 
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~l 


THE CITIZENS WAITED RZVERENTLH 





*//> 


* *1 





SIP, WE MUST HAVE A KING 

we have decided to let 

THE ROVAL ELEPHANT 
LOOSE WITH A 
GARLAND ^_ •*( 



THE OWE THE-ELEPHANT 

garlands, will Be 

OUR KING. 





































































































































































































































































































































A MAR CHITRA KATHA 



SIR, THE ROVAL 
ELEPHANT has 6JVEH 
US A KING. I HAVE 

_,.r i iKM < 




i am sure i have seen 

This NAN BEFORE.NOW 
WHERE COULO I HAVE SEEN 
Him? _ 


NAHAO^ j,THiS 15 TH g V06( 

THC 0^ WHO PRAVEO 

JJO BROUGHT BACK a 
THE SUN ^ 


WEW KING SMILED 


15 THIS HOW VOU 
REWARD HIM? 


r l AM SORRV, 
MAHAPAJ.BUT THERE 
IS A CASE AGAINST 
HIM . X 
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THE COBBLER THSN stepped FORWARD 


MAHARAO , THIS MAN HAS 
STOLEN MV HAPPINESS. 

I SOLO HIM A PAIR OF 

UPPERS.TN PETUPN HE 
PROMISED TO MAKE ME 

HAPPV. BUT HE FAILED TO 

v KEEP HIS WORD. 


HE HAS STOLEN 
MV HAPPINESS 
I WANT JUSTICE 
MAHARAJ* 


VOU SHALL 
HAVE IT RIGHT 
AWAV. 


APE VOU HAPPV THAT I AM 
VOUR NEW KING* 


VE-VES, MAMARAj 
I AM VEPV HAPPV 

to see voci on ^ 

V. THE THRONE < 



W i 

"V v 1 

t Jr vV 




there, vou have got 

BACK VOUR LOST NAPP 
NOW VOU MAV GO. 













































































































































































































































































A MAR CHITRA KATHA 




jhAT NIGHT AS PPATAPAN SLEPT PIT FULL 1 / IN AN OLD 
CNOULTPNj HE FELT A SOFT HAND TOUCH HI S 


FOREHEAD- 


r»- 


• * Yl' * . • i •: 

'• nv» 

V‘;J- • 


»: • 


T»‘*:) l.f 









r WHEN AOOP ELEPHANT 
CAME BACK WITHOUT 
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HE BROUGHT ME TO THE 
MOUNTAIN WHERE I SAW 
TORN CLOTHES AND 
FOOTPRINTS 


I CHSGUI9ED MVSCIF 
AS A MAN AND FOLLOWED 

the footprints 
WHICH BP006HTME 
v TO /IKPAMlAPUPI. x 


THEN CAME THE 

PCHVAl ELEPHANT 

WHICH 6ABLANEP 
ME- 


THAT'S HOW I 
BECAME THE KING 
OF VIKPAMAPUPJ 


NOW THAT I HAVE 
FOUND ‘VOU* WE SHALL 

Return to our 
VILLA6E- 


NO DEAR I KNOWING 
ALL THAT WE DO. WE 
CANNOT LEAKE 
VIKRAMAPUPI 

WITHOUT SETTUNG 

^ ITS affairs. 
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THC NLtT DAN, THE COOPT 


AMA R CHITRA KATHA 

V V , INTRODUCE TO THE COURT 


I • • 


1 




l\-V 


TODAN, AAV NEW CHIEF 
MINISTER » PRATAPAN 








k?4 

1 * I % 

( E 




■ g i % 



J m 1 ^ 

J 'iflWftJV 


J X ^ 


' 


L a % 

k 1* \ 

> J //. ^ 

m. \ . \ 


L/>* 

l . ^ 1 >4 




, jhrmAM AND PORT A PAM TOOK MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE LANNG CONDITIONS OF THE PEOPLE. 




JHANAM TOO* A PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE 
EDUCATION OF AN AND! \ THE DAUGHTER OF THE 
(■PTE K/HG, 


ONE DAN JNANAM SENT FOP THE COURVEPS 




•1 


/' 




P - 


‘ 








& 


r . 


At 

>Jf: rtH 
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I WANT TO HAND 
OVER THE THRONE 
TO HEP AND 
RETUPN TO MV 
OWN LAND- S* 


' WHV DON'T VOu \ 
^ MAPPV ANANDI* } 


DON’T 
LEAVE US. 
*\AMAPAJA 


M APPV 

ANAN Dl T ME * 


LATER 


W-WE CAN'T STAV 
IN VIKPAMAPtlRl ANN 
LONGER.LET US 
LEAVE AT ONCE 


WE SHOULD 
LEAVE TONIGHT 
ITSELF. 


IN THE DARKNESS OF THE 
NIGHT , JNANAM and PRAIAPAn 
LEFT VP'PAMApVRl... 


AND LEFT IT AT HEP BEDSIDE 









































































































































































































































AMARCHITRAKATHA 



-- AND ft H/C6K LATER, REACHED S hT</APURf. 



THE FOLLOWING DA'/ -JNftNftM HAD h VlS/TOF 


HOU ARC LIKE MV SISTER. I HAVE 
NEITHER h FATHER NOR A 
MOTHER. PLEASE COME AND 

bless me on mv coronation 




^^C^^MAND^QUEeN^^!^mPUFf R ™ * C ° P ° NHT, ™ n *™*^ x ° UP 


0UP BLESSINGS 
AND GOOD 
WISHES, N'l 
^ DEAR GIRL 


LONG 
UVE OUP 
RNEEN! 
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